
Hickory   High   School   Wind   Ensemble   (Honors)   
Spring   2020   Syllabus  

Instructor:    Justin   T.   Beebe  
Email:    beebeju@hickoryschools.net  
Website:     www.hickorybands.com  

GENERAL   INFORMATION  
 
Course   Objectives:  
Wind   Ensemble   is   the   most   advanced   course   offered   by   the   Hickory   High   School   Band  
Program.    The   course   focuses   primarily   on   the   performance   of   music   at   the   Grade   V-VI   level  
and   the   musical   and   ensemble   fundamentals   required   to   perform   at   a   high   level.    Additional  
areas   of   music   theory   and   history   may   be   explored   as   they   are   relevant   to   the   literature   and  
students’   musical   development.    Additionally,   students   will   perform   for   various   school   and  
outside   functions   in   which   the   band   program   is   involved.    Students   in   Wind   Ensemble   will  
receive   Honors   Credit.  
 
Prerequisite:    Students   are   accepted   into   this   ensemble   on   the   basis   of   director  
recommendation/audition   only.    Students   who   do   not   maintain   an   honors-level   quality   of  
performance   and   participation   will   not   be   permitted   to   continue   in   the   course.  
 
Grading   Policy  
60%   -   Participation  
40%   -   Assessments/Other   Assignments  
 
Media   and   Communication  
Band   members   are   required   to   sign   up   for   our   Remind   app.    Students   should   text   “@39k8hk”   to  
81010,   and   then   respond   with   their   full   name.    You   do   not   need   to   download   the   app.    This   is  
our   primary   method   of   communication   and   how   we   will   communicate   quickly   and   in   the   event   of  
inclement   weather   or   on   any   off-campus   trips.    If   you   have   any   questions   regarding   the   Remind  
app,   please   contact   Mr.   Beebe.  
 
Students   and   families   are   also   encouraged   to   join   our   Facebook   group   (HHS   Bands)   and   visit  
our   website   frequently,   which   can   be   found   at    www.hickorybands.com  
 
Coaching  
I   am   available   for   coaching   by   appointment.    Please   make   your   appointment   at   least   one   day   in  
advance   (2+   days   in   advance   is   better).  
 
Open   Door   Policy  
I   maintain   an   open   door   policy.    This   means   that   when   my   office   door   is   open   any   student   may  
approach   me.    When   I   am   in   my   office,   my   door   is   typically   only   closed   if   I   am   having   a   private  
meeting/discussion,   working   with   a   student,   or   if   I   am   on   the   phone.    If   I   am   with   another   student  
or   there   is   a   line   outside   the   door,   please   wait   patiently   unless   you   have   an   urgent   concern.    The  
open   door   policy   may   be   used   for   more   serious   matters,   but   students   are   also   welcome   to   come  
and   chat,   ask   questions,   and   voice   concerns.    I   am   always   willing   to   listen   and   discuss   anything  
pertaining   to   the   band   and   am   open   to   students’   ideas   and   suggestions,   as   well   as   sensitive   to  
student   concerns.    It   is   my   goal   to   be   approachable   to   each   and   every   student!     Please   take  
advantage   of   this   policy!!!  
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COURSE   REQUIREMENTS  
 
Required   Materials  
Students   are   required   to   have   the   following   materials   at    every    rehearsal:  

● A   sharpened   pencil  
● Instrument   (in   good   working   condition)  
● Band   folder   with   all   required   music   (provided   by   the   school)  
● Notebook   paper   for   in-class   assignments  
● Chrome-books   (fully   charged)  
● Woodwinds:   ligatures,   cork   grease,   and   at   least   three   working   Vandoren   reeds   at   all  

times  
● Brass:   mouthpieces,   valve   oil,   slide   oil   (trombones),   tuning   slide   grease,   and   mutes   if  

required  
● Percussion:   drumsticks,   prefer   students   have   their   own   stick   bag   and   mallets  
● Habits   of   a   Successful   Musician    by   Scott   Rush  

These   books   are   provided   by   the   school   and   remain   in   the   band   room.    If   a   student   wishes   to  
check   out   a   book,   he/she   must   sign   one   out   at   the   band   office.    If   the   book   is   lost,   stolen,   or  
damaged   in   any   way,   the   student   will   be   charged   a   $50   replacement   fee.  
  
Any   student   that   is   missing   the   above   items   will   have   his/her   weekly   participation   grade  
reduced   by   20%   for   each   missing   item.  
  
Practice   Requirements  
Students   are   expected   to   practice   their   instruments   for   a    minimum    of   100   minutes   per   week.  
Weekly   practice   logs   must   be   completed   and   submitted   online   at    www.hickorybands.com    by  
Sunday   evening   of   each   week.    Practice   logs   must   be   an   accurate   representation   of   work  
performed.    Practice   logs   count   as   assessment   grades.   
 
Playing   Assessments  
Playing   assessments   will   occur   throughout   the   semester,   and   may   be   assigned   to   the   entire  
class,   a   specific   section,   or   individuals.    Playing   assessments   will   take   one   of   the   following  
forms,   to   be   determined   by   the   instructor:   1)   video   assignment,   2)   in-class   test   (solo),   3)   in-class  
test   (group),   4)   out-of-class   test   (in   person).    These   assessments   will   be   graded   by   the   director  
or   other   designated   band   instructor.    If   a   student   is   not   satisfied   with   his/her   grade   on   a   playing  
assessment,   he/she   may   make   arrangements   to   make   up   the   test   within   one   week   for   a   grade  
replacement.   
 
Required   Performances  
Because   band   is   a   graded,   performance-based   class,   all   members   of   the   band   are   required   to  
attend   every   performance.    Dates   are   generally   given   out   well   in   advance,   announced   multiple  
ways,   and   it   is   vital   for   every   member   be   there   to   contribute   their   part   to   the   group’s  
performance.   Students   will   be   evaluated   on   attendance,   dress,   and   behavior.   It   is   also   the  
band’s   policy   that   students   stay   for   the   entire   concert.   Points   will   be   deducted   for   issues   in   any  
of   these   areas.   Due   to   the   nature   of   a   live   performance,   it   is   impossible   to   make   up   a   missed  
concert.   Other   students   must   carry   extra   burden   when   students   are   not   in   attendance.   Band   is   a  
collaborative   learning   activity,   so   100%   participation   is   essential   and   expected.     An   unexcused  
absence   from   a   required   performance   will   result   in   a   0   for   a   major,   weighted   test   grade.  
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Excused   absences   include   illness   with   a   doctor’s   note,   religious   beliefs,   death   of   a   family  
member,   or   medical   emergency.   In   order   for   a   concert   absence   to   be   excused,   the   following  
procedure   must   be   followed   by   the   student   and   parent/guardian:  
·        The   director   must   be   notified   in   advance   (two   weeks   minimum).   
·        For   religious   holiday   or   beliefs,   a   signed   parent/guardian   note   must   be   submitted   to   the  
director   via   paper   or   email   in   advance.  
·        For   illness,   documentation   from   doctor   must   be   presented   to   the   director   the   first   day   the  
student   is   able   to   attend   school.   
  
It   is   understood   that   emergencies   happen,   and   accommodations   will   be   made   for   students   in  
those   extreme   circumstances.  
  
Please   note   that   students   and   parents/guardians   are   responsible   for   arranging   transportation   to  
all   required   events.    A   student   not   having   a   ride   is   NOT   a   valid   excuse   for   missing   a   required  
event.    Communication   is   key!  
 
Performance   Attire  
Unless   otherwise   stated,   the   required   performance   attire   is   concert   black.    Concert   black   is  
defined   as   the   following:  
  
Ladies:    appropriate   black   dress   footwear   (no   flip-flops,   sandals,   or   tennis   shoes),   black   dress  
OR   black   skirt   or   dress   slacks   with   a   black   blouse   or   dress   shirt.     Skirts/dresses   must   go   past  
the   knee.  
  
Gentlemen:    black   dress   shoes,   long   black   socks,   black   dress   slacks,   black   belt,   black   dress  
shirt,   and,   if   specified,   a   necktie.  
  
Students   should   refrain   from   the   wearing   of   excess   jewelry   or   other   accessories   that   detract  
from   the   performance   environment.    Students   should   refrain   from   the   usage   of   perfume   and/or  
cologne   because   the   fragrance   can   be   overpowering   to   the   other   musicians   on   stage.   
  
Students   who   do   not   adhere   to   the   above   guidelines   for   concert   dress   will   have   points   deducted.  
Those   violating   dress   code   at   MPA   will   not   perform   unless   changed   before   departure.   
 
Music   Performance   Assessment   (MPA)  
The   HHS   Wind   Ensemble   will   perform   at   the   Northwest   District   Music   Performance  
Assessment.    All   members   will   travel   to   this   event   and   perform.   This   performance   is   one   of   the  
most   important   performances   that   bands   can   attend,   and   one   we   hope   showcases   the   band’s  
growth   and   hard   work!   MPA   is   a   required   event   for   all   Wind   Ensemble   students.    However,  
attending   MPA   is   also   a   privilege.    If   students   have   not   learned   the   required   material,   they   will  
not   attend   MPA.    Additionally,   students   who   do   not   follow   the   band   policies   and   procedures  
outlined   in   this   syllabus   and   the   Band   Handbook   will   not   attend   MPA.    Parents,   family,   and  
friends   are   invited   and   encouraged   to   attend   the   performance.    This   year’s   MPA   occurs   during  
the   week   of   March   17-20.    More   information   will   be   distributed   when   we   are   closer   to   the   event.  
 
 
 



Sectionals  
Because   this   is   an   honors   course,   sectionals   are   required   in   order   to   meet   the   demands   of   the  
musical   literature.    Sectionals   will   be   announced   in   advance,   and   will   likely   take   place   during  
Tornado   Time/SMART-Lunch   etc.    Students   are   required   to   attend   all   sectionals   unless   excused  
in   advance    by   the   director.    Sectionals   will   be   led   by   the   principal   player   or   other   designated  
student   leader   unless   there   is   a   guest   instructor.    Section   leaders   should   plan   sectionals   to  
prioritize   parts   that   need   the   most   attention.    Sectionals   must   be   productive.    Any   student   who  
does   not   meet   attendance   or   productively   expectations   for   sectionals   will   receive   a   deduction   in  
participation   points.    The   instructor   reserves   the   right   to   schedule   additional   sectionals   outside  
of   the   school   day   should   it   be   necessary  
 
Additional   Rehearsals  
Throughout   the   semester,   there   may   be   times   that   additional   rehearsals   need   to   be   scheduled  
outside   of   the   regular   school   day.    If   this   is   the   case,   they   will   be   announced   as   far   in   advance  
as   is   possible.    Attendance   at   these   rehearsals   is    mandatory .    An   unexcused   absence   from   a  
required   after-school   rehearsal   will   result   in   a   weekly   participation   grade   of   0,   as   well   as   a   0   for  
that   assignment.    If   you   think   you   have   a   legitimate   conflict   that   would   merit   an   excused  
absence,   you    must    contact   the   director   in   advance.   
Chair   Placements/Challenges  
Chair   placement   auditions   will   take   place   on    Wednesday,   January   8 .    Auditions   will   occur  
during   fourth   period.    The   audition   requirements   are   as   follows:  

● Chromatic   scale   to   the   student’s   full   range  
● A   brief   prepared   excerpt   of   the   student’s   choice  

 
All   students   must   complete   the   chair   placement   audition.    This   will   count   as   a   playing  
assessment   grade.    Results   will   be   announced   via   Remind   after   all   students   have   auditioned.  
  
Any   student   wishing   to   challenge   for   a   higher   chair   may   do   so   up   to   two   weeks   before   a  
performance.    Students   may   only   challenge   the   chair   directly   above   them.    A   student   who  
wishes   to   challenge   must   announce   his/her   intent   to   the   director.    The   director   will   then   notify  
the   student   who   has   been   challenged   and   select   a   musical   excerpt   to   be   prepared   by   both  
students.    The   two   students   will   then   have   two   days   to   prepare   for   the   challenge.    The   challenge  
will   occur   during   class   two   class-days   following   the   announcement   of   intent   (for   example,   a  
challenge   that   is   announced   on   Tuesday   will   occur   Thursday,   on   Friday   will   occur   the   following  
Tuesday,   etc.).    Challenges   will   be   completed   in   front   of   the   entire   class   and   the   results   will   be  
announced   immediately   following   the   challenge.    Challenges   are   not   graded.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLASSROOM   PROCEDURES  
 
Entering   the   Band   Room  
Students   should   enter   the   band   room   in   a   quiet   and   orderly   fashion.    Restroom   use   must   take  
place    before    the   bell.    All   students   must   be   seated   in   their   assigned   seats   by    three   minutes  
after   the   bell .    Attendance   will   be   taken   at   this   time,   and   any   student   not   seated   will   be   marked  
tardy.  
 
Upon   entering   the   room,   students   should   warm-up   on   their   instruments.    However,   the   warm-up  
should   take   place   at   an   appropriate   volume,   and   should   consist   only   of   material   appropriate   for  
personal   musical   development.     Percussionists   warming   up   on   drums,   please   use   practice  
pads.  
 
Students   should   consult   the   projector   screen/board   for   daily   announcements   and   any  
“bell-ringer”   assignments.    Students   will   be   expected   to   follow   all   instructions   displayed   on   the  
board   and   should   have   their   music   in   the   appropriate   order   prior   to   the   start   of   rehearsal.     The  
Percussion   section   should   have   all   equipment   set-up   at   the   start   of   rehearsal   as   required  
for   the   music.  
 
Rehearsal   Etiquette  

1. Once   rehearsal   has   started,   business   such   as   fee   collection,   returned   forms,   individual  
issues,   etc.   will   not   occur.    This   occurs   before   or   after   rehearsal,   and   not   during   the  
instructional   time.  

2. Please   keep   all   talking   at   a   minimum   during   rehearsal.     Nobody   should   talk   while   the  
director   or   any   other   person   is   talking.     Make   every   effort   to   minimize   distractions   to  
other   members   of   the   band.    Once   the   director’s   hands   are   up   students   asked   to   play  
should   assume   the   playing   position.  

3. Oiling   of   valves   and   slides   should   be   done   before   rehearsal   starts   or   at   home   and   not  
during   rehearsal.  

4. Pencils   only;   no   pens!   Once   in   class,   students   are   not   able   to   leave   rehearsal   to   get  
materials.   

5. No   food   or   drink   (other   than   water   in   a   closed   container)   is   permitted   in   the   band   room.  
6. Students   should   use   correct   posture   and   playing   position   at   all   times.  
7. Student   should   maintain   a   positive   attitude   during   rehearsals!  

 
Cell   Phones  
It   is   impossible   to   be   engaged   in   the   rehearsal   if   you   are   distracted   by   a   cell   phone.    Therefore,  
there   is   a    zero-tolerance    policy   for   any   cell   phone   use   during   rehearsal.    Cell   phones   may   be  
used   as   a   tuner   BEFORE   rehearsal   begins.    Once   class   starts   all   cell   phones   must   be   put   away  
(out   of   sight   of   the   student   and   instructor)   and   we   tune   by   listening   and   matching   those   around  
us,   which   is   more   important.    If   a   student   is   caught   with   a   cell   phone   during   rehearsal   it   will   be  
confiscated   for   the   remainder   of   the   period   and   the   student   will   then   be   required   to   turn   his/her  
cell   phone   in   to   the   instructor   at   the   beginning   of   each   class   to   ensure   it   is   no   longer   a  
distraction.    It   will   be   returned   at   the   end   of   each   class.    This   will   continue   for   the   remainder   of  
the   semester   unless   the   instructor   deems   otherwise.    Cell   phones   are   permitted   to   be   used  
during   sectional   time   as   a   metronome   or   tuner   ONLY.    If   a   student   is   caught   using   a   cell   phone  
for   any   other   purpose   during   sectional   time   the   same   consequences   will   be   enforced   as   if   it   had  
been   out   during   regular   rehearsal.  



Restroom   Use  
Our   restroom   use   policy   balances   trust   and   responsibility.    Because   students   will   be   treated   as  
young   adults   in   this   class,   each   student   is   permitted   to   excuse   him   or   her   self   from   rehearsal   to  
use   the   restroom   without   raising   a   hand.     This   should   be   done   in   a   way   that   is   not   disruptive   to  
the   rehearsal   and   preferably   at   a   time   when   your   section   is   not   playing.     However,   in   order   to  
limit   abuse   of   this   policy,   students   will   be   permitted   to   use   the   restroom   during   rehearsal   for   a  
total   of   3   times   during   the   semester.     Any   leaving   class   that   takes   place   after   that   time   will  
result   in   a   deduction   of   participation   points.    A   doctor’s   note   will   be   required   for   any   exceptions  
to   this   policy.     Students   should   not   leave   during   run-throughs   or   when   their   section   is  
rehearsing   a   part.   
 
Playing   in   Class  
If   students   are   well   enough   to   be   at   school,   then   they   are   well   enough   to   play   in   class.    Students  
can   still   participate   if   they   have   a   headache,   or   other   small   ailments.    A   parent   or   doctor   note   will  
be   needed   to   excuse   students   from   playing.   
 
Facilities   and   Equipment  

1. Materials   should   not   be   left   out   in   the   band   room.   Misplaced   items   will   be   placed   in   the  
band   lost   and   found   (or   “box   of   shame”   for   music)   and   will   remain   there   only   until   the   end  
of   the   month.   

2. Instruments   are   to   be   stored   in   CLOSED,   LATCHED   cases   on   designated   shelves   and  
all   music   should   be   stored   in   the   band   folder.  

3. At   the   conclusion   of   all   rehearsals,   students   should   check   that   no   trash   or   debris   is   in  
their   immediate   area.    All   stands   should   be   pushed   down,   and   chairs   should   be  
neatened   in   arcs.     Habits    books   should   be   put   away,   no   music   left   on   stands,   and   no  
cases,   water   bottles,   or   personal   belongings   left   in   the   rehearsal   area   or   on   the   floor   of  
instrument   storage   areas.   

4. No   horse-play,   running,   etc.   shall   be   tolerated   in   the   band   room   due   to   the   large   amount  
of   expensive   equipment.  

5. Young   adults   shall   not   damage   property   or   equipment.   Any   mistreatment   of   school  
facilities   or   equipment   will   result   in   a   monetary   fine   and   a   short   band   career.  

 
Participation   Points  
Students   must   earn   participation   points   on   a   weekly   basis   by   contributing   to   the   rehearsal   in  
some   way.    Contribution   does   NOT   mean   simply   playing   the   music   in   class,   which   is   a   bare  
minimum   requirement.    Acceptable   meaningful   contributions   include   but   are   not   limited   to:   

● Answering   questions  
● Asking    relevant    questions  
● Being   a   leader   within   the   ensemble  
● Being   kind   to   and/or   helping   a   peer   or   instructor  

Participation   points   will   be   deducted   for   failure   to   meet   rehearsal   expectations.    Possible  
reasons   for   deduction   include   but   are   not   limited   to:  

● Not   playing/participating  
● Talking   out   of   turn  
● Failure   to   have   all   required   materials  
● Not   being   seated   (or   in   position)   at   the   beginning   of   rehearsal  
● Failure   to   follow   instructions  



● Not   having   instruments   up   and   in   playing   position   when   the   director’s   hands   are   up  
(missing   entrances)  

● Using   poor   posture/playing   position  
● Cell   phone   use  
● Failure   to   mark   music  
● Distracting   behaviors  
● Leaving   your   seat   without   being   instructed   to   do   so   (unless   using   the   restroom)  
● Abuse   of   the   restroom   policy  
● Treating   others   with   unkindness  
● Abuse   of   property  
● Failure   to   adhere   to   band   policies,   procedures,   rehearsal   guidelines,   etc.  

  
Conduct  
Students   in   the   HHS   Band   Program   are   expected   to   maintain   a   high   standard   of   ethics,  
discipline,   and   character.    Band   is   about   more   than   music;   we   are   a   family   and   each   and   every  
one   of   us   represents   something   bigger   than   ourselves.    All   band   members   are   expected   to  
conduct   themselves   in   a   way   that   represents   the   band   with   pride   both   inside   and   outside   of   the  
band   setting.    We   hold   ourselves   to   a   higher   standard   and   should   lead   by   example   in   our   school  
and   community.  
  
Any   student   that   fails   to   adhere   to   the   standards   of   the   HHS   Band   Program   will   receive  
consequences   in   accordance   with   the   severity   of   the   infraction,   including   but   not   limited   to:  
participation   grade   penalties,   revocation   of   privileges,   additional   assignments/service  
requirements,   and/or   removal   from   the   band   program   (serious   offenses).   Students   who   are  
disruptive   during   rehearsal   will   be   asked   to   leave   the   room   and   receive   a   participation   grade   of  
0.    Noncompliance   with   school   rules   may   result   in   disciplinary   action   according   to   school   policy.  
  
Any   student   that   is   found   in   violation   of   school   policy   during   an   off-campus   trip   will   have   his/her  
parent/guardian   contacted   for   immediate   pick-up   and   will   no   longer   travel   with   the   band.    Any  
student   that   is   in   violation   of   the   law   (e.g.   illegal   drugs,   alcohol   usage,   etc.)   will   be   turned   in   to  
the   authorities   and   prosecuted   accordingly.    The   band   program   and   HPS   will   not   be   held   liable  
for   students   that   break   the   law.  
 
EQUIPMENT   POLICIES  
 
School-Owned   Instruments  
School   owned   instruments   will   be   signed   out   at   the   beginning   of   the   semester.    Repairs   for   any  
damage   beyond   normal   wear   and   tear   will   be   billed   to   the   student   who   has   signed   out   the  
instrument.    If   the   instrument   is   lost   or   stolen,   the   student   will   be   charged   a   replacement   fee  
equal   to   the   value   of   the   instrument.    Lost   or   stolen   instruments   must   be   reported   to   the   director  
within   24   hours   of   the   incident.    The   Band   Program   and   HPS   will   not   be   held   liable   for   lost   or  
stolen   instruments,   neither   personal   nor   school   owned.    During   the   school   day,   all   instruments  
must   be   stored   in   the   properly   designated   area(s).    Instruments   should   not   be   left   in   students’  
vehicles   or   in   any   other   part   of   the   school   or   music   facilities.    School   owned   instruments   must   be  
returned   at   the   end   of   the   school   year.    Students   who   wish   to   check   out   a   school   owned  
instrument   over   the   summer   must   sign   them   out   again.    Any   student   who   has   not   returned   a  
school   owned   instrument   at   the   end   of   term   will   be   subject   to   the   full   replacement   cost   and   will  
be   on   the   school   debt   list.  



 
Purchasing   Materials  
The   band   maintains   a   general   stock   of   Vandoren   reeds,   available   for   $3   per   reed.    Smaller  
materials   such   as   valve   oil,   slide   grease,   and   the   like   may   be   purchased   locally.    Other   materials  
may   be   ordered   through   Music   &   Arts.   
 
Instrument   Repair  
Students   are   expected   to   have   their   instruments   present   and   in   good   working   order   for   every  
rehearsal.   No   instruments   are   to   be   taken   to   the   repair   shop   until   the   director   has   looked   at   it;  
this   could   save   you   time   and   money.   If   it   goes   in   for   repair   without   the   director   looking   at   it,   a  
note   stating   the   following   must   be   submitted:  
  
1.  What’s   wrong   with   the   instrument?  
2.  Which   shop   is   it   in?  
3.  Estimated   time   needed   for   repair.   
  
Students   should   still   bring   all   other   materials,   including   music   and   mouthpiece,   reeds,   etc.   as   in  
some   cases   school-owned   loaner   instruments   may   be   available.  
  
Students   that   adhere   to   these   guidelines   will   be   allowed   to   participate   without   penalty.    If   a  
student   simply   forgets   his/her   instrument,   he/she   will   receive   a   50%   grade   reduction   in   weekly  
participation   and   an   alternate   assignment.  
 
Cleaning   &   Servicing   Instruments  
Students   are   responsible   for   cleaning   and   servicing   their   instruments   and   keeping   them   in   good  
working   condition.    Instruments   should   be   serviced   by   a   professional   repair   technician   about  
once   per   year.   
 
Instrument   Maintenance   Guide  
  
Brass:   empty   spit   valves   after   each   use.   Be   sure   to   move   tuning   slides   and   keep   them   greased  
with   tuning   slide   grease.   If   your   instrument   has   valves,   be   sure   to   move   the   valve   caps  
frequently   to   keep   from   freezing.   Keep   trombone   slides   lubricated,   and   keep   piston   and   rotors  
oiled.  
  
Brass   Mouthpieces:   These   can   be   fully   submerged   in   water.   Use   a   mouthpiece   brush,   warm  
water,   and   soap   to   clean   out   every   few   weeks.   Rubbing   alcohol   can   be   used   to   sterilize   the  
mouthpiece.   This   is   very   important,   as   the   mouthpiece   comes   into   direct   contact   with   your  
mouth.   If   you   have   been   sick,   be   sure   to   do   this!  
  
Woodwinds:   these   instruments   CANNOT   be   washed;   however,   they   should   be   swabbed   out  
after   each   use   with   the   correct   swab   for   that   instrument.   Not   swabbing   means   all   moisture  
remains   in   the   instrument,   and   this   could   lead   to   mold   and   sticky   pads.   Flutes   can   be   swabbed  
after   each   use   with   a   handkerchief   and   a   flute-cleaning   rod.  
  
Woodwind   Mouthpieces:   CLARINET   MOUTHPIECES   CANNOT   BE   FULLY   SUBMERGED   IN  
WATER!!   There   is   cork   on   them,   and   if   it   gets   wet,   it   will   expand.   A   mouthpiece   brush,   warm  
water,   and   soap   can   be   used   very   carefully   to   clean   these   mouthpieces.   



INFORMATION   FOR   PARENTS/GUARDIANS  
 
Band   Fees  
All   band   students   are   required   to   pay   the   school-mandated   band   fee   of   $50.    This   fee   will  
support   travel,   any   contest   registration   fees,   purchasing   of   music   and   supplies,   and   the   hiring   of  
guest   staff/clinicians.     The   fee   is   due   by   March   2,   2020.     Please   make   checks   payable   to  
Hickory   High   School .    Please   note   that   the   school-mandated   fee   was   included   in   the   2019  
marching   band   fee   for   all   members.     Students   who   have   already   paid   their   Fall   2019  
marching   band   fees   do   NOT   need   to   pay   again!  
  
Fundraising   and   Student   Accounts  
In   order   to   fund   the   band   program,   significant   fundraising   is   required   throughout   the   year   to  
supplement   band   fees.    Students   will   be   required   to   participate   in   all   fundraising   events  
throughout   the   year.  
 
Sometimes   there   may   be   special   fundraisers   in   which   a   percentage   of   the   profit   may   be   applied  
to   students   accounts   for   trips,   fees,   etc.    If   this   is   the   case,   it   will   be   made   clear   at   the   start   of   the  
fundraiser.     Participation   in   all   fundraisers   is   essential   and   expected   in   order   to   continue   to  
provide   the   best   available   experiences   and   opportunities   to   our   band   students   
  
Parent   Involvement  
Students   need   involvement   from   parents/guardians   in   order   to   achieve   maximum   success.  
Therefore,    we   automatically   credit   Band   Booster   Club   membership   to   ALL   parents   or   guardians  
of   band   students.     There   are   no   annual   dues   required   to   be   a   member   of   the   Band   Booster  
Club.    The   Band   Booster   Club   is   a   non-profit   organization   that   is   responsible   for   funding   the  
band   program.    The   band   program   requires   a   significant   amount   of   money   in   order   to   pay   our  
operating   budget,   as   well   as   support   travel,   supplementary   instruction,   guest   artists   and  
clinicians,   instrument   purchase   and   repair,   uniforms,   etc.    We   will   have   a   few   parent   meetings  
throughout   the   year   to   plan   fundraisers   and   go   over   important   information.     We   ask   that   all  
parents   make   every   effort   to   attend   these   meetings,   which   will   be   announced   well   in   advance.  
The   important   thing   to   remember   is   that   everything   we   do   in   this   band   program   is  
student-centered.    All   funds   raised   will   benefit   the   most   important   asset   of   the   Hickory   Band  
Program:   our   students!  
  
Band   Boosters   Executive   Board  
The   Band   Boosters   Executive   Board   governs   the   Band   Booster   organization   and   is   responsible  
for   coordinating   parent   involvement,   planning   fundraisers,   assisting   with   the   budget   process,  
and   managing   the   clerical   and   financial   aspects   of   the   Band   Boosters.     The   purpose   of   the  
Executive   Board   is   NOT   to   dictate   policy   or   curriculum.     The   Board   exists   solely   to   support  
the   Band   Booster   organization,   director,   students,   and   school.    Any   band   parent   is   welcome   to  
attend   Board   meetings.    Members   of   the   Executive   Board   are   voted   on   by   the   Band   Boosters   as  
vacancies   occur.    If   you   are   interested   in   serving   on   the   Executive   Board,   please   contact   Mr.  
Beebe   to   get   your   name   on   the   list.  
 
*FOR   A   COMPLETE   GUIDE   TO   ALL   BAND   PROGRAM   POLICIES,   PLEASE   REFERENCE  
THE   BAND   HANDBOOK   ON   OUR   WEBSITE:   WWW.HICKORYBANDS.COM  
 


